NOBEL
Chairman : Are there any laws or regulations in foreign countries
to guard against exudation ?
Nobel; There are no laws against it, but there arc regulations
which are certainly not favourable to the safety of dynamite.
The Belgian inspector, not knowing its nature, imagined that it
was continually giving off vapours; he ordered that the boxes
should be made with small holes, which was the very best means
of promoting danger, because the rain water ran in and caused
nitro-glycerine to ooze out. I am very happy to say that
this caused no accident, but it was a very imprudent regulation.
The Prussian Government have done another unwise thing, they
have compelled us to put dynamite cartridge into tin cans,
because nitre-glycerine was in tin cans. They did not know that
dynamite was a solid substance ; they actually wrote regulations
containing instructions to put dynamite into tin cans; and all
that came of not knowing and not investigating the material,
Chairman: You have mentioned that on one occasion a ton
and a half exploded, but that no damage took place, because the
place was surrounded by an embankment ?
Nobel: Yes, one and a half tons liquid nitro-glycerine, not
dynamite.
Chairman: What caused the explosion ?
Nobel: People get extremely careless when they have dealt for
a little time with these explosives. For instance, a chemist who
the first time he makes nitro-glycerine in large quantities is almost
frightened to death, a fortnight afterwards gets so careless as to
expose himself to the utmost danger, In the case just referred
to a leakage had taken place which was very easy to stop, but
instead of doing that, or letting it proceed, the chemist sent for a
hammer; he wanted to hammer it tight himself. If he had done
it himself he would certainly have succeeded; at least I should
have succeeded, but it took some time ere the hammer could be
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